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Congress to protest from Apr 18
against rape, murder of minor girl
STAFF REPORTER n
RAIPUR

The opposition Congress party in
Chhattisgarh will take out a foot

march from April 18 to 21 in a protest
against the rape and murder of a minor girl
in Durg district.

The foot march, named ‘Nyay Path’, will
start from Durg and will culminate in
Raipur, where Congress workers will
gherao the residence of Chief Minister
Vishnu Deo Sai on April 21, state party
chief Deepak Baij told reporters on Friday.

An innocent girl was raped and mur-
dered on the ninth day of the Navratri fes-
tival when Kanya Bhojan was being held
all over the country, which makes the soul
tremble on hearing about the brutality that
happened to the innocent girl, Baij said.

Daughters, sisters, and mothers are
not safe. Incidents of rape are increasing,
and criminals have become unbridled and
have no fear of the law in the present BJP-
ruled Chhattisgarh, he said.

He added that the chief minister and
home minister were not worried about the
deteriorating law and order situation.

The state government has failed to pro-
vide a safe environment for women,
whereas the public has lost faith in them
and the police. That's why the house of the
suspected rape accused was set on fire, he
added.

A six-year-old girl was sexually assault-
ed and murdered in the Mohan Nagar area
on Sunday by her uncle in Durg district.

She had gone to her grandmother’s
house in the neighbourhood for a function
on the ninth day of the ‘Navratri’ festival
when her 24-year-old uncle sexually
assaulted her, killed her and later placed
the body in a neighbour’s car.

The Durg district bar council has
already announced it would not represent
the accused in court.

The Yadav community, to which the vic-

tim belonged, has demanded a probe by
the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI)
into the incident and submitted a memo-
randum to the Durg collector, seeking Rs
50 lakh assistance for the girl’s mother and
a government job for her.

Also, an eight-member Special
Investigation Team (SIT) was constituted
on Wednesday by Durg Police to ensure
a speedy probe into the incident.

The SIT will complete the investigation
as soon as possible and submit the
chargesheet in the court.

STAFF REPORTER n
NAVA RAIPUR

Chief Minister Vishnu Deo Sai on
Friday said that Nava Raipur will

emerge as the Silicon Valley of
Chhattisgarh.

He said this while laying the foundation
stone of the state’s first semiconductor
manufacturing unit in Nava Raipur. 

The upcoming plant of Chennai-based
Polymatech Electronics will be spread over
150,000 sqft.

Special incentives have been offered to
the semiconductor industry in the state’s
new industrial policy, which will help
attract investment in the sector, he said.

Countries which have become devel-
oped created a favourable environment to
enable rapid technological progress, Sai
added.

“Now 6G and 7G technologies are
coming, and I am happy that the chips
required for these technologies will be
made in our country, and our engineers
will make them in Nava Raipur,” Sai added.

During an investor connect programme
organised in Delhi in December, state offi-
cials met the management of Polymatech,
and the company expressed a desire to
invest in Chhattisgarh, he said.

The semiconductor plant, to be set up
at a cost of Rs 1,143 crore, will manufac-

ture advanced technology Gallium Nitride
(GaN) semiconductor chips enabling the
working of 5G and 6G technologies in
Chhattisgarh.

It will have a production capacity of 10

billion chips by 2030 and cater to indus-
tries such as telecom, mobile (specifical-
ly 6G and 7G components), laptops, data
reception and transmission, data analysis
and power electronics.

Nava Raipur will be Silicon
Valley of Chhattisgarh: CM

Five Maoists surrender
with arms, explosives

STAFF REPORTER n
NARAYANPUR

Five Maoists, two of them
carrying a cumulative

reward of Rs 3 lakh , surren-
dered with weapons and explo-
sives to the security personnel
in Narayanpur district of
Chhattisgarh on Friday.

Limchu Varda, Sukku
Nureti, and three other rebels

turned themselves in, citing
disappointment with hollow
Maoist ideology, Narayanpur
Superintendent of Police
Prabhat Kumar said.

They also turned in five
muzzle-loading guns and four
pressure cooker bombs, he
added.

Varda, who carried a boun-
ty of Rs 1 lakh, was Janatana

Sarkar, head of the outlawed
Maoist outfit, while Nureti
was the president of
Dandakaranya Adivasi Kisan
Majdoor Sangathan (DAKMS),
the official said.

Nureti had a reward of Rs 2
lakh on his head, he added. 

The three other radicals
were lower-rung cadres, he
said.

STAFF REPORTER n
RAIPUR

Chhattisgarh’s former Deputy Chief
Minister and Congress leader TS Singh

Deo claimed on Friday that presently unem-
ployment was the highest in the past 50
years.

Speaking on his X handle, he made a
major accusation that the BJP government
does not intend to solve the unemployment
problem. He added that if the youth are
employed, then who will carry their agen-
da of hate and misinformation? The BJP
does not intend to employ youths because
doing so would halt their campaign of ‘divide
and rule’, he said.

Unemployment is highest in

last 50 years: TS Singh Deo

Surrendered Maoists will be
rehabilitated within 120 days: CM

STAFF REPORTER n
RAIPUR

Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Vishnu
Deo Sai on Friday said that the Maoists

will be rehabilitated within 120 days of sur-
render under the new Naxal surrender pol-
icy so that they can return to the main-
stream of society as soon as possible.

Sai said that the arrangements have
been made in the ‘Naxalite
Surrender/Victim Relief and Rehabilitation
Policy-2025’  to root out the problem of
Left-Wing Extremism (LWE) and bring
back the misguided youth to the main-

stream of society. 
It also guarantees them rehabilitation,

employment, and a respectable life, he
added.

Under this, those who surrender will be
kept in transit camps or rehabilitation cen-
tres, where they will be trained in some skill
according to their interest, he said.

Sai said, “An honorarium of Rs 10,000 will
also be given every month for three years.
Plots in urban areas for housing, agricul-
tural land in rural areas, and schemes for
self-employment and joining business will
also be available to them.”

C’garh is taking pioneering
steps for self-reliant India:

Union Minister

STAFF REPORTER n
RAIPUR

Union Minister of Coal
and Mines G. Kishan

Reddy said on Friday that
the pioneering steps taken
by Chhattisgarh in the
mining sector are a mile-
stone in making India self-
reliant.

He said this while
emphasising the impor-
tance of 'critical minerals'
for a developed India.

Reddy and Chief
Minister Vishnu Deo Sai
reviewed the works of the
Mining Department at
Mahanadi Bhawan in Nava
Raipur.

During this, they provid-
ed a composite licence
contract for the country's
first lithium block to the
bidder.

Reddy added that the
central and state govern-
ments will collaborate for
exploration, sustainable use
of mineral resources and

development of mining-
affected areas.

He expressed confidence
that Chhattisgarh will con-
tinue to contribute effec-
tively to the overall devel-
opment of the country by
playing its key role in the
mineral sector.

He also praised the inno-
vations and state-of-the-art
technologies applied at the
Gevra mine in Korba.

Sai said that his goal
was to establish
Chhattisgarh as a strong
pillar in the making of a
developed India through
the mineral sector.

In the financial year
2024-25, Chhattisgarh has
earned mineral revenue
of about Rs 14,195 crore,
which is 23 percent of the
total income of the state
and 11 percent of Gross
State Domestic Product.

The state has also allo-
cated 48 main mineral
blocks through e-auction.


