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CM directs DMs to address
drinking water shortage
Chief minister Pushkar Singh

Dhami has instructed all district
magistrates to identify areas suffering
from drinking water shortage and to
prepare action plans for supplying
water to these places. He said this
while chairing a review meeting with
the DM’s on Friday, focusing on the
provision of drinking water during the
summer months.

Dhami emphasised the need for offi-
cials to accelerate plans for ensuring
drinking water supply through
pipelines to every village and city in
the State, quickly replace malfunction-
ing tubewells, maintain fire hydrants,
ensure afforestation and construction
of check dams in catchment areas. He
stressed on coordination with Stream
and River Rejuvenation Authority
(SARRA) to revive water sources and
develop a policy for water enrichment.
Additionally, he highlighted the im-
portance of utilising solar pumps to
ensure water supply in remote areas.

Based on the Meteorological depart-
ment's forecasts of extreme heat this
year, he reiterated that all district mag-
istrates should identify locations with
drinking water shortage and devise a
strategy to address the issue. He also
encouraged spreading messages about
water conservation through schools,
Panchayats and social media. To miti-
gate the impact of forest fires during
the summer, Dhami called for the in-

stallation of valves in drinking water
schemes that run through forested
areas to facilitate immediate firefight-
ing. He instructed officials to ensure
that the toll-free number for drinking
water issues remains operational at all
times and that complaints registered
through this number are addressed
promptly. Additionally, he suggested
conducting an intensive campaign to
prevent water wastage. The
CM asked the officials for the
identification and immediate
repair of water leakages, along
with the arrangement of
buffer materials and labour
for repairs. He stressed the
importance of promptly re-
pairing damaged motor
pumps, electrical equipment
and pipe spares, while also
ensuring water purity. Addi-
tionally, he suggested imple-
menting a GPS-enabled
system for monitoring
tankers to improve the man-
agement of water deliveries
and establish regulated rates
for private tankers.

Dhami announced plans for
constructing small dams and
barrages to capture rainwater,
preventing wastage and en-
suring sustainable water use
during the summer. He said
that the DMs should identify

suitable sites in their districts and sub-
mit proposals within three weeks. Fur-
ther, he informed about the intention
to build a series of check dams in the
districts. He highlighted that in many
mountainous regions, water is still
transported by horses and mules and
he called for a long-term plan to ad-
dress these specific challenges.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE     Dehradun

Warning- intense spells
of rain & thunderstorms
likely in State today

Rain and hail across the State
during the past couple of days
has caused a considerable

drop in the temperatures with the
hot weather being replaced by tem-
peratures below normal. Similar
weather is likely on Saturday. The
State Meteorological Centre has is-
sued a warning regarding the possi-
bility of thunderstorms
accompanied with lightning/hail
and intense spells of rain likely to
occur at isolated places in Ut-
tarkashi, Chamoli, Rudraprayag,
Tehri, Pithoragarh, Bageshwar and
Almora districts today. Thunder-
storms accompanied with light-
ning/intense spells of rain/hail/
gusty winds (30-40 kmph) are likely
to occur at isolated places in
Dehradun, Pauri, Champawat and
Nainital districts. Further, thunder-
storms accompanied with light-
ning/hail and gusty winds (30-40
kmp) are likely to occur at isolated
places in Haridwar and Udham
Singh Nagar districts. Apart from
this, light to moderate rain is likely
to occur at many places in all dis-
tricts of the State today.

The provisional State capital
Dehradun is forecast to witness a

partly to generally cloudy sky. Light
to moderate rain/thunderstorms ac-
companied with lightning/hail and
gusty winds (30-40 kmph) are also
likely to occur. The maximum and
minimum temperatures are likely to
be about 31 degrees Celsius and 17
degrees Celsius respectively in
Dehradun on Saturday.

Meanwhile, the maximum and
minimum temperatures recorded in
various parts of the State on Friday
were 31.6 degrees Celsius and 16.9
degrees Celsius respectively in
Dehradun, 32 degrees Celsius and
18.9 degrees Celsius in Pantnagar,
22 degrees Celsius and 7.4 degrees
Celsius in Mukteshwar and 22.8 de-
grees Celsius and 11.1 degrees Cel-
sius in New Tehri. 

The maximum temperature was a
degree below normal in Dehradun
while in Pantnagar, the maximum
was three degrees below normal
with the minimum being three de-
grees above normal. The minimum
temperature was two degrees below
normal in Mukteshwar. The maxi-
mum was three degrees below nor-
mal while the minimum was a
degree below normal in New Tehri
on Friday.
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UPES signs MoU with ULaw to
launch centre of excellence

UPES signed a memorandum of un-
derstanding with the University of

Law (ULaw) to launch a centre of excel-
lence (CoE) at UPES here on Friday. Ad-
dressing the media, UPES vice chancellor
Ram Sharma expressed happiness at the
signing of this MoU with ULaw. He said
that the partnership will result in the es-
tablishment of a research centre focused
on AI ethics. Sharma emphasised that

everyone is aware of how AI has emerged
and evolved over time, leading to various
innovations and becoming more preva-
lent. While AI offers many benefits, it also
presents challenges. He raised concerns
about AI's decision-making processes,
stating, "If a machine is making decisions,
on what basis those decisions are made
and who programmed it must be consid-
ered."

He said the research centre to be estab-
lished through this MoU will address nu-
merous questions related to AI
decision-making. Sharma also said that
the partnership includes faculty ex-
changes, which will promote a rich ex-
change of knowledge and teaching

practices. The deputy vice-chancellor of
ULaw, Peter Crisp said, "We are thrilled
to partner with UPES to extend ULaw's
148-year legacy of legal excellence to
India. This collaboration reflects our
shared commitment to nurturing career-
ready legal professionals equipped to suc-
ceed in an increasingly complex and
tech-driven world. Together, we aim to
foster innovation in legal education, par-

ticularly in emerging areas such as AI and
set new standards in training and re-
search."

The dean of the UPES School of Law
and head of the Department of Interna-
tionality, Abhishek Sinha stated, "Partner-
ships with renowned global universities
like ULaw align with our vision of creat-
ing the 'University of Tomorrow.' The es-
tablishment of the centre of excellence
will enhance academic excellence and ad-
dress the critical need for professionals
who can navigate the ethical implications
of emerging technologies like AI. To-
gether, we're bridging the gap between ed-
ucation and real-world demands."
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Directions issued to private
schools regarding books,
fees hike and uniforms: CEO
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE     Dehradun

The Dehradun Chief Education Officer (CEO) Vinod Kumar Dhaun-
diyal stated that guidelines have been issued to private schools re-

garding uniforms, books, fees and other related matters. This
information was shared during discussions about the pressure schools
have been exerting on parents to purchase books from a particular book-
store that was recently sealed by the authorities.

It will be recalled that on April 1, officials sealed four bookstores for
various violations in Dehradun. According to sources, some parents have
reported that they are still being pressurised by the schools to buy books
from the sealed bookstore. The president of the National Association for
Parents' and Students' Rights (NAPSR), Arif Khan stated that despite the
closure or sealing of certain shops, parents are still being compelled by
the schools to purchase books exclusively from those stores. He empha-
sised that the need for action is evident as the administration should have
taken decisive measures against schools that force parents to buy partic-
ular books from particular bookstores in order to receive commissions.
Khan urged the Education department and district administration to take
stringent action against schools that continue to press parents to buy
books from specific stores. The action should include the potential revo-
cation of their affiliation. He warned that if the Education department
fails to act promptly, they will organise protests and may lock up the gate
of the department’s office.

Meanwhile, Dhaundiyal stated that recently, directions have been is-
sued to private schools, urging them not to exploit and follow the estab-
lished guidelines regarding fees, books and uniforms. He also added that
a committee has been established at the block level to handle any com-
plaints related to schools, ensuring that actions are taken after a thorough
investigation. Additionally, he said that a helpline number has been in-
troduced for parents to file their grievances. Although complaints have
been received so far, many of them are repetitive. For example, five par-
ents have lodged similar complaints about the same school with similar
issues, he said.

Cong seeks action to improve
situation in district hospital
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE      Uttarkashi

The Congress staged a protest against the condition of the Ut-
tarkashi district hospital and alleged negligence in prepara-

tions for the Char Dham Yatra here
on Friday. The district Congress
chief Manish Rana led a party del-
egation which submitted a memo-
randum addressed to the governor.
In the memorandum submitted to
the district magistrate Meharban
Singh Bisht, the party has stated
that the Uttarkashi district hospital
lacks specialist doctors. There is
only one physician while there is
no orthopaedic. Further, important
services like ultrasound and CT
scan are not available round the
clock as required in a district hos-
pital. 

There is a major shortage of im-
portant medicines in the Jan
Aushadhi Kendra, due to which the
citizens are forced to purchase ex-
pensive medicines from chemists
outside the hospital. The Congress
also alleged that touts are thriving
in the district hospital with pa-
tients being intentionally referred
to or sent to private pathology labs
and medical stores. The citizens are
being openly exploited at the dis-
trict hospital, which will not be tol-
erated anymore, they said.Rana
said that such a pathetic condition
of the district hospital and health
services in a border district like Ut-
tarkashi which is also vulnerable to
disasters, is akin to playing with
the lives of the citizens. 

He sought appointment of spe-
cialist doctors, round the clock di-
agnostics, regular supply of
essential medicines and action
against corruption. All the pending
works on the Yatra route should
also be completed without any fur-
ther delay, he said.

Online Puja booking begins for Kedarnath, Badrinath
DEHRADUN: The online booking for puja at Kedarnath and Badrinath shrines
has started at the initiative of  Badrinath-Kedarnath Temple Committee (BKTC).
On the first day of the booking, 93 people have done the online booking, in-
formed the BKTC CEO Vijay Prasad Thapliyal, adding that such online bookings
for morning and evening Puja as well as the Puja held for a longer period of time
will be done till June 30. BKTC‘s official website is www.badrinath-
kedarnath.gov.in Notably, the portals of Kedarnath shrine are reopening on May
2 while those of Badrinath shrine are reopening on May 4.

Maharaj directs officials to expedite asset
distribution between UP & Uttarakhand
DEHRADUN: Participating virtually in a meeting convened to discuss the di-
vision of assets and liabilities between Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand, the
State Irrigation minister Satpal Maharaj said that an agreement had been
reached in the earlier meeting of the chief secretaries of both the states to
transfer a total of 660.182 hectares of land of Haridwar, Udham Singh Nagar
and Champawat to Uttarakhand. “But till now, no progress has been made in
this regard,” he said and directed the UP officials to issue a government order.
A high-level meeting was held between the officials of Uttarakhand and Uttar
Pradesh Irrigation departments on Wednesday at the Uttar Pradesh Irrigation
department guest house in Haridwar. It was discussed and agreed that a pro-
posal would be sent to the Uttar Pradesh Irrigation department to provide
land for opening a block under the control of Uttarakhand Irrigation depart-
ment for transfer of land in Banbasa.

Sushil Kumar Lal assumes charge as Nainital BankÊs MD
NAINITAL: Sushil Kumar Lal has taken charge as the managing director of
Nainital Bank. The head of Human Resources and Marketing of Nainital
Bank, Hemant Kumar Khulve said that Lal has over three decades of expe-
rience in the banking sector. “He earlier worked in several leadership posi-
tions in Bank of Baroda. His appointment is expected to take Nainital Bank
to new heights in the field of strategic direction, digital innovation and cus-
tomer service,” he added. The staff members of the bank wished the new
MD a successful tenure.
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