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Gold ornaments
worth Rs 3 Cr, cash

seized in Kabirdham 

STAFF REPORTER n
KABIRDHAM

Chhattisgarh Police on
Thursday seized gold

ornaments weighing 4.7 kg
and unaccounted cash from
two persons in Kabirdham
district.

The police seized gold
ornaments worth Rs 3 crore
and Rs 8.40 lakh in cash
from Umashankar Sahu and
Naveen Thakur Javed Jiwani,
Kabirdham Superintendent
of Police Dharmendra Singh
Chhawai said.

The duo hailed from
Raipur city. The police inter-

cepted a car at the interstate
check post in the Kawardha
police station limits follow-
ing a tip.

A search led the police to
4.7 kg gold ornaments total-
ing Rs 3 crore besides Rs 8.40
lakh in cash from the vehi-
cle.

The men failed to give a
satisfactory reply about the
ornaments and money.

The police seized the jew-
ellery, money and a car used
in the crime.

Also, the Income Tax and
GST authorities were
informed about the seizure.

39 doctors get contractual appointment
STAFF REPORTER n
RAIPUR

To improve health services,
the Chhattisgarh govern-

ment on Thursday gave con-
tractual appointment to 31
health officers and eight spe-
cialist doctors here.

The Department of Public
Health and Family Welfare
has given two years of contract
service in various primary
health centers, community
health centers and district
hospitals in the state. 

Elephant kills man in Balrampur
STAFF REPORTER n
BALRAMPUR

A35-year-old man was tram-
pled to death by a wild ele-

phant on Thursday in
Balrampur district of
Chhattisgarh.

The incident took place in
Ghaghra village when the vic-
tim, identified as Mahendra
Gond, and three other vil-
lagers went to monitor their
crops in fields, Balrampur
Divisional Forest Officer Ashok
Tiwari said.

The elephant caught hold of
the man with its trunk and
trampled him to death, the offi-
cial said, adding that other vil-
lagers managed to escape after
sensing the presence of the
jumbo.

Forest and police personnel
reached the spot and sent the
body for post-mortem, he said.

The kin of the deceased was
provided an instant relief
amount of Rs 25,000.

Home Minister visits
Naxal-hit Raigudem village

STAFF REPORTER n
SUKMA

In a first after 75 years of Independence,
Chhattisgarh Deputy Chief Minister

Vijay Sharma, who also holds Home
portfolio, on Thursday visited Raigundem
village in Naxal-affected Sukma district.

Initially, Sharma met the Central
Reserve Police Force (CRPF) personnel at
Raigudem Camp in Konta development
block.

After this, Sharma was riding pillion,
was riding pillion, reached Raigudem vil-
lage and heard the grievances of the

locals in Janchaupal (public meeting).
Sharma assured them that the state gov-

ernment is committed to dispose of their
grievances and carry out development
works soon here.

Raigudem, located in Sukma district, has
long been a stronghold of Naxalites. This
area is also the home area of Naxal com-
mander Madvi Hidma, who is a prominent
face of Naxalites in Bastar. 

Common gut bacteria can
make diabetes, cancer

drugs less effective: Study

AGENCIES n

Common gut bacteria can
metabolise some oral

medications potentially ren-
dering these important drugs
against migraines, depres-
sion, type 2 diabetes, and
prostate cancer less effective,
according to a study on
Thursday.

Researchers from the
University of Pittsburgh and
Yale University in the US
showed that gut bacteria
metabolises oral drugs that
target cellular receptors
called GPCRs.

Drugs that act on GPCRs,
or G protein-coupled recep-
tors, include more than 400
medications approved by the
US Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) for
the treatment of many com-
mon conditions such as
migraines, depression, type 2
diabetes, prostate cancer, and
more.

“Understanding how
GPCR-targeted drugs inter-
act with human gut micro-

biota is critical for advancing
personalised medicine initia-
tives,” said Qihao Wu,
Assistant Professor at the
Pitt School of Pharmacy.

“This research could help
open up new avenues for
drug design and therapeutic
optimisation to ensure that
treatments work better and
safer for every individual,”
Wu said.

The effectiveness of a drug
varies from person to person,
influenced by age, genetic
makeup, diet and other fac-
tors.

Recently, researchers dis-
covered that microbes in the
gut can also metabolise oral-
ly administered drugs. It
breaks down the compounds
into different chemical struc-
tures which then alters the
drugs' efficacy.

To learn more about which
gut bacteria metabolises
which drugs, the team built
a synthetic microbial com-
munity composed of 30
common bacterial strains

found in the human gut.
In the lab study, they

added each of the 127
GPCR-targeting drugs indi-
vidually to tubes containing
the bacteria.

The experiment showed
that the bacterial mix
metabolised 30 of the 127
tested drugs, 12 of which
were heavily metabolised.
This meant that concentra-
tions of the original drug
were greatly depleted because
they were transformed into
other compounds.

Overall, the findings, pub-
lished in the journal Nature
Chemistry, suggest that “spe-
cific gut bacteria could make
GPCR-targeting drugs less
effective by transforming
them into other compounds,”
the team said. The team
urged for more research to
understand the potential
impact in people and that
patients shouldn’t stop taking
or, change their medication
without consulting their
provider.

AFRC imposes penalty on three
pvt medical institutions

STAFF REPORTER n
RAIPUR

The Admission and Fees
Regulatory Committee

(AFRC) of Chhattisgarh on
Thursday imposed hefty fines
on three private medical insti-
tutions for allegedly overcharg-
ing fees for mess, bus, and hos-
tel facilities.

The committee has imposed
a fine of Rs 10 lakh each on
Balaji Institute of Medical
Science (Mowa, Raipur) and
Raipur Institute Medical Science
(Bhansoj, Raipur) and
Shankaracharya Institute of
Medical Science (Junwani,
Bhilai).

Besides, the committee has
directed to refund the addition-
al amount to the students with
7 percent annual interest with-
in a month.

The committee has also rec-
ommended the state govern-
ment to cancel the affiliation of
these medical institutions if
they failed to deposit the penal-
ty within the given time frame.

The Balaji Institute of Medical
Science had overcharged the
highest amount of Rs 4.58 lakh
while Raipur Institute Medical
Science took Rs 4.53 lakh and
Shankaracharya Institute of
Medical Science had taken Rs
4.43 lakh additional amount
from the students.

After this, Sharma

was riding pillion,

was riding pillion,

reached Raigudem

village and heard

the grievances of

the locals in

Janchaupal (public

meeting).


